CASCADES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

POLICY RESOLUTION NO. 7A

Establishing Procedures for the Designation of 

Common Area Parking Spaces as Parking Spaces for People with Disabilities

March 13, 2002


WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 4.1 of the Bylaws provides the Board of Directors with the powers and duties necessary for the administration of the affairs of the Association; and,


WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 4.1 of the Bylaws provides the Board of Directors with the powers to do all such acts and things as are not required by the Virginia Property Owners’ Association Act or the Association’s governing documents to be exercised and done by the members; and,


WHEREAS, Article 8, Section 8.3 of the Declaration and Article 4, Section 4.1 of the Bylaws provides the Board of Directors with the power to adopt reasonable rules and regulations not inconsistent with the Association’s governing documents; and,


WHEREAS, the Association's Board of Directors has broad powers, spelled out in Article 4, Section 4.1 of the Bylaws, and Article 8, Section 8.3 of the Association’s Declaration, which enable the Board of Directors to adopt and enforce parking policies; and,


WHEREAS, the Board further has the express and specific power in the Association’s recorded Declaration to reserve parking spaces located on Common Area to specific lots, pursuant to Article 7, Section 7.6 and Article 3, Section 3.9(a) of the Declaration; and,


WHEREAS, in order to ensure safe parking for persons with Disabilities that limit or impair their ability to walk, the Board believes that it is in the best interest of the Association to establish a comprehensive parking policy with respect to the designation of common area parking spaces as parking spaces for the exclusive use of individual with disabilities that limit or impair their ability to walk.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:   

I. REQUESTS FOR DISABLED PARKING SPACES
 

A. General Policy 

1. Persons with disabilities that limit or impair their ability to walk, who reside within the community, may request that the Association designate a common area parking space as a disabled/handicapped parking space.  All requests must be submitted in writing to the management office.  The Association will consider such requests in accordance with the Association’s Policy Resolution governing requests for reasonable accommodations and modifications.  The Association will also consider the parking options presently available to the resident including but not limited to the parking options available to the resident on the lot where he or she resides.   

2. Only vehicles displaying valid organizational, permanent, or temporary removable windshield placards, and/or disabled license plates or permits issued by a state governmental agency may park in parking spaces designated as disabled/handicap parking spaces (collectively referred to a “valid placard, permit or license plates”).  No other vehicles may be parked in such spaces. 

B. Residents Residing in Townhomes with Garages and Driveways


The Association considers the driveway on the lot to be the most reasonable and closest parking area for a resident. Thus, the Association will not grant a request a common area parking space be designated as disabled/handicapped parking space unless extenuating circumstances exist that prevents the parking of the vehicle in the driveway on the lot.

C. Residents Residing in Townhouse That Do Not Have a Driveway 

The Association will endeavor to designate a common area parking space, which is reasonably close to the resident’s townhouse, as disabled/handicapped parking space.  The space will be marked with a Disabled Parking Sign and will be available for use on a first come first serve basis by anyone whose vehicle displays a valid placard, permit or license plates.  

D. Townhouse Communities with Existing Reserved Parking Plans

To the extent permitted under the Association Documents and applicable law, the Association will make a reasonable effort to redesignate a reserved parking space, which is close to the resident’s townhouse, as a disabled/handicapped parking space.      

II. ASSOCIATION NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGE TO VEHICLES PARKED IN COMMON AREA PARKING SPACES

Nothing in this Resolution shall be construed to make the Association or the Board of Directors responsible for damage to vehicles or the loss of property from vehicles parked within the Cascades community.
III. ENFORCEMENT 

A. Any vehicle that is parked in a parking space that is designated as a disabled/handicapped parking spaces and does not display a valid placard, permit or license plates may be towed without notice at the vehicle owner’s expense. 

B. Violations of this Resolution may also result in the matter being referred to the Covenants Committee and/or the Board of Directors.  Charges may be assessed and privileges suspended for infractions and violations in accordance with Association Documents and Section 55-513 of the Virginia Property Owners’ Association Act.

C. Notwithstanding the procedures described herein above, nothing is to be construed as preventing or discouraging the Association or any resident of the Condominium from reporting any violation of this Policy Resolution to the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department, the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, or any other agency of the Commonwealth of Virginia (or an appropriate political subdivision) where such violation may likewise constitute a violation of the laws or ordinances of the Commonwealth of Virginia or those of an appropriate political subdivision.
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